Avoiding Tree Trimming Problems
by Mark L. Johnson, MLA, ASLA

Avoid hatracking by studying the character of the tree that has a problem. Keeping trees and shrubs in a sheered
form can reduce air circulation and encourage the onset of disease, €tc.

NO OAK ?

ELM ?

SWEET GUM ?
CRAPEMYRTLE?
HOLLY ?

BLUE BERRY ?
WAX MYRTLE ?
LIGUSTRUM ?

What genus of treeisit?
You can't tell by its shape.

It often makes senseto remove an entirelimb well within the structure of the plant, versustrimming theends
of multiple branchesthat require congtant attention to keep themin control. Contact your local Cooperdtive
Extension Service Office (IFAS) concerning proper techniques for shaping trees and shrubs.
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We ve al seen theimproper pruning of multi-trunked Crape Myrtles in recent years. While deadheading (removing
spent flower blooms as they decline) may encourage adightly longer bloom period, pollarding (cutting the trunks a
the same height) destroys the character of the plant.
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concentrated at the same point on the trunk. Then,
practice proper pruning to shape your tree over
sverd years.

Handout provided by Signature Land Designs, Inc.
501 E. Oak Street « Kissimmee, Florida 34744 « Phone (407)931-2225 ¢ Fax (407) 932-1225
www.landdesigns.net « Email signatureone@landdesigns.net




